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moral Practices, by inflicting juſt Nl condign Puniſhment upon 

. Offenders. And among the many great and noble Qualities of 
dur Reveal d- Religion, there is nothing hath forc'd. its Way mote 

among the ſerious and thinking Part of Mankind, than that it-is 


wonderfully fitced for the Happineſs and Good of Societier. And 
therefore, tho Infidels have denied the Miracles of it, and Scep- 
ties have derided the Myſteries of it, yet the keeneft Oppoſers ß | 
- Chriſtianity, can neither deny nor diſpute the effectual Tendene y, 
which that Meekneſs, punctual Juſtice, and univerſal Goodwill | 
_ that it advanceth, have to make Men live well and eaſie with ole 
another, and that our doing to others, that which we would have 
them do to us, leaves no Room, either for private Oppreſſion or 
public Diſturbance. — 1 i P 
Therefore St. Paul, who-was a faithful and zealous: Promoter 
of the Chriſtian; Religion, to the End that Men may live. peace- 
able, and quiet Lives, in all Godlineſs and Honeſty, in the Words 
of our reading, recommends it to Titus, to put them all who were 
under his Dioce ſan Care, in Mind to be ſubject to Principalities 
and Powers ; and this bleſſed Apoſtle we muſt think, was no Pa- 
raſite or Court-flatterer, far from Se/f-/eeking,, making Merchan- 
dice of the Word of God, or handling it deceitfully for filthy 
Lucre's ſake; nor was there any Hope of Preferment 'when the 
Church had no ſettled Revenue; Or was there any Chriſtian 
Prince in the univerſal World at that Time; but this great Doctor 
of the Gentiles draws his Arguments from the Ordinance. of 
God, the Diſcharge of Duty, and a good Conſcience, the Advance- 
ment of the Goſpel, and the Honour of the Chriſtian Religion? 
Perhaps that which gave Occaſion to this, and the like Apoſto- 
lic Exhortations, was, That the falſe Doctrine of Judas of Galilee, 
(of whom we read in Gamaliel's pointed Harangue to the Sanhe- 
drim in the Hiſtory of the Acts of the Apoſtles) was till in Force 


* 


| with a great many; and he had taught the People moſt ſeditiouſſy, 
| That they were to own none for their Prince and Lord, but God 


alone; and that they that brought their Tythes to the Temple, and 
| paid them to the Prieſts, according to the ancient Law, were un- 
deer no Obligation to pay Tribute to Cz/ar. This Doctrine had be- 
come popular; and this fame Judas had many We 
„ "NI 1 266717" e 
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went by the Name. of Galileans, Rabe under ſhrewd Suſpici- 
ons of 18 5 diſaffected to the Roman Government: And this gave 
- Umbrage and Jealouſy to ſome, that our Bleffed Lord and His 
' Diſciples, were Fayourers of that ſeditious Doctrine, becauſe they 
came out. of Ga/z/ze; and perhaps mov'd the Phariſees to ask our 
Lord that enſnaring Queſtion, (as they deſigned it) Vhether it was 
awful to pay Tribute to Caeſar? Upon this account, St, Paul ad- 
viſeth Titus, to inſtruct all within his Precincts, to pay a due and 
dutiful Deference to Authority, leſt they ſhould give Scandal, and 
bring an ill Report upon the Chriſtian Religion, as if it lad been 
zuimicous to Civil Government. Put them in mind, &c. By Prin- 
cCipalitiet and Powers, are meant, the Governor or Governors of 
every Nation, in whom the ſovereign 3 is lodged; and 
then their ſubordinate Officers, Subſtitutes or eputees, are the 
Magiſtrates, whom we are to obey, being veſted with Commiſſion 
from̃ them, to exerciſe. Authority under them. The Subject ion 
due to Principalities and Powers importeth, Firſt, a due Reverence 
and Reſpect to their Perſons: Next, a prudent mannerly Caution 
not to cenſure their Adminiſtrations raſhly: Then, a Readineſs to 
pay all ſuch [Tributes as we are legally taxed at, for the Support 
of the Government: It implieth our quiet and peaceable Behaviour 
in our ſeveral Capacities and Spheres in which we move, ſo as to 
make their Goverment eaſy: And Finaliy and Prinripally, That 
we ſhould obey all their Laws, 1. e. in Matters purely dubious; 
and where there is an equal W on both Sides, the Inter- 
poſal of lawful Authority ſhould caſt the Balance, and determine 
us: And where the Law cannot be ſafely obeyed in Conſcience, 
we muſt ſuffer, with chriſhan Patience, the Penalties of our Diſo- 
bedience; but by no means affront the Perſons of our Rulers, or 
diſturb their Government, either by railing, or taking part with 
Pumult, Inſurrection, and Rebellion. 
I am ſufficiently aware, how much the ſtating this Apoſtolic 
Chriſtian Doctrine in this true Light, will 'chagrine a gfeat many 
ungovernable People, who are apt, at the hearing of it, to cry out, 
bat it is a hard Saying to Fleſh and Blood, and Who rs able tobear 
t? But what are all the Doctrines of the Goſpel; but Mortifica- 
tions of eorrupt Nature, Contradictions to the BYYS of Men's I- 
. e ene 


* * . 


clinations.? Obedience to the Precepts of Jęſus, is compar'd to 
the cnttiug-off the Right Hand, and phuckiug out the Right Eye: 
And Himſelf hath told us plainly, That if any Man will come after 
Him, (walking in His Ways) he muſt deny himſelf, and take up bis 
Groſs, and fotlow Him. ee TE OT OT. 
It may ſeem ſtrange, even, to Amazement, That People, eſpeci- 
ally, ſuch as ſet up for a diſtinguiſhing Degree of Holineſs beyond 
the Neighbourhood, ſhould not be perſuaded of one indiſpenſable 
Obligation, to this Subjection to Principalities, Sc. conſidering the 
ſevere and terrible Sanction of this Command, That they that re- 
l ſhall recerve to themſelves Damnation. (4) And this ſame. Do. 
i Ctrine was delivered to the Romans, at the "Time that they were = 
{| the miſerable Subjects of the worſ? King, the worff Man, and per- 4 
' haps the worſt Beaſt upon Earth. This, one would think, . ſhould 


1 


> flop the Mouths of all Rebels for ever, and leave hem without a- 

| wy Colour or Pretence whatloever, to july the Reſiſtnce of 59; 

vereigu Power. ECC 

I know very well, that ſpecious Pretences to Zeal for the Re- 1 
 Fform'd e Religion, are by ſome, made a ſtrong Plea for. 
| Rebellion: For in favours of that they fay, That Men are to nſe 
their utmoſt Vigour and Activity, againſt all Perſons and "Things 
that ſeem to oppoſe it: Tho' I can never think, that Religion can 

be ſo in Danger, chat it can need the ſinful Practices of N d 39 
ſupport it; or that the Kingdom of God can be ſo weak, that. 


| 5 4 4 - 2, = $-95, 095 Bp of ad 3.4.3 n = 3 ha 
| earinot ſtand without the Aſſiſtange of the Yorks of the Devil; - 
Therefore, in handling this Doctrine of Subſection to Pringipali- 


ties, See 
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FIRST, I ſhall hint at the e (about this: Subięction) of 
ſome few of the able and undoubted Patrons of the Proteſtant Re- 
form d Religion: And amongſt many others, the Great and famous 
Cramer, who ſeal'd the Reformation with his Blood, (which may be 
ſome fiery Zealots, that make much Noiſe, and know but litle about 
| Religion, would ſcarce have the Hardineſs to do, if Matters were 
brought to that Iſſue) in his Advice to his Fellow-ſabyjects, (5 ) ſaith, 
Exortat lon is, that next unto God, ye obey your King and Queens 
for Fear of them only, but much more for the Fear of God: know- 
Ing: that they be His Miniſters, appointed to rule and govern you; 
and therefore, they that reſiſt them, reſiſt the Ordinauce of God. 
The judicious and learn d Sanrderſor, in his elaborate Works, 
faith upon this Head, (e) No Comjuncture of Circumſtances what ſoe. 
ver, can make that expetient at any Time, which is in itſelf; unlaw- 
ful; for = May to take ap Arms, Offenſive or Defenſive, againſt 2 
lrwwful Sovereign, being in its Nature, ſimply unlawful, may not be 
done by any Man, at any time, in any Caſe, upon any Colour or Pre- 
tence whatſoever ; not for avoiding of Scandal, or at the Inflauce of 
a Friend, of the Command of any. Power upon Earth; not for 
the Maintenance of the Liver and Liberties of ourſelves. and others; 
not for the Defence of Religion, uor for the Preſervation.of a Church 
er State; nor yet, F it. could be imagia d poſſible, for the Salvation. 
a Soul; no not for the Redemptzon of the whole World. 
It will be readily objected at hearing of this, That if. Men's Hands 
beo tied up; chat ho Body Vondition can be ſecure; nay the 
whole Frame of che Commonwealth will be in Hazard to be over- 
turned by the unbridled Luft of a diſtemper d Governour. To 
this, che celebrated and popular A. B. Uſer anſwers, The ſacred. 
Word of God is clear in this, that they that reſiſt, receiue to them- 
_ ſelves Damuntiun: So that there is a Neceflity upon us of being 
lune for Conſcience Sake; (4) which may not be avoided bythe . 
enſuing of any Pretext whatſoever. f And another eminent Pre- 
late asks, If here there be noLimitation at all? To which he an- 
ſwers, Us: lex non diſtingauit, &c. where the Law diftinguitheth 
TVVTTTTTT Bp. and eager 
(td J. Bramhal's Works, Dublin, 1676. P. 543. „ 


to be ſubje 
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Hot, neither ought we. How can we limit where God hath not 


limited; or diſtinguiſh, where He hath made no DiſtinRion. 
Once more a late moſt reverend and ingenious Author, (g) up- 
on this Text now before us, in his Sermon to the Houſe. of Peers, 
ſpeaks of paying: Submiſhon to our Governors, when we. cannot 
comply with what they require, he ſaith, This is that Doctriue of 


Paſſive Obedience, which of late had fo ill a Sound among many of 


%% But I dere . for no other Reaſon, but becauſe by ſome miſ#ee 
preſent?d: For wherever it is rightly underſtood, it can give Offence 


Zo none, but ſuch as are diſaffetted:to the Government, and defire Al- 


terations. Then he adds, That there is ſucb à Submiſſion due by 
the Subjects to the N Authority, in the Place where they live, 
as ſhall tie up their Hands from oppoſing it by open Fonce, is evident 


from the Nature and Ends of political Society: And ] dare ſay, there 


ic not any Country under Heaven, let the Form of Government be what 


it will, (whether abſolute Mouarchy, legal Monarchy, Ariftacracy,, 


or Common-wealth ) but this is a Part of thein Conſtitution: Subjects 


muſt obey paſſively, where they cannot do it actively, otherwsſe the, 
Government would be precarious, and the public Peace, at the Mer 
cy. of every Malcontent ; and a Door would be opened to all Mapney. 


of Inſurrectionc, Treaſons and Rebellions in the World: And then 
Subjoineth, This is not a State- doctrine only, but the Doctrine al- 


ſo of Jeſus Chriſt, aud that a, neceſſary und indiſpenſable one zoo; ar 


is plain from the Paſſage of St. Paul, whoſe Words are ſd famous, 


that they areknown to all; and fo plain, that they naed us Comment; 


That they that reſiſt, receive to themſelves. Damnation: So fhat a 
Jong, he ſays, as this Text ſtands in our Bibles, the Doctrins of Pair 


five Obedience, and Non- reſiſtance, muſt be binding upon Chriſtians e, 


And conſequenrly their ſpiritual Guides are to put them in mind. 
& to Principalities and Powers, and to obey their Mar 

iſtrates / 8 

And leſt the Simple, Scrupulous, Ignerant, Malicious, and Pre- 


judiciate, ſhould ſpurn at ſuch Documents, as being delivered by 


Prelates,.and ſuch as are well, affected to the Hierarchy; it is ma- 


nifeſt and well known, That as there is (in many other Things) 
\ in the Harmony: of Confeſlions betwixt the learned Church of Eng- 


(% 4. B. York, P. 13. 14. 
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Tk 1 
and, and the proteſtant Divines of other Churches, who yet want 1 
the ancient, apoſtolic, Epiſcopal Church-government, (much de» | 
fir'd by many of them) ſo there is a full Agreement in this againſt | 
the Papiſts, That Subjection to Principalities and Powers, and Non- 
reſiſtance of Kings and ſovereign Princes, is poſitively aſſerted. - 
The Opinion of Monſieur Bochart is plain, in his Letter, yet 
extant, to B Morely. Among other Reaſons, he refus'd to 
communicate with the Freuch proteſtant Churches, (of whom he 
is called the Glory) becauſe he thought wn aſſerted the Doctrine 


in of reſiſting and depoſing Kings: And withal affirms, That the Kin 

4 zs the Lord's Anointed, and Lieutenant, and is in no Caſe to be reſi- 
9 Fed, being only accountable to God: And that if a Nation ſhould be 
{9 fo unfortunate, as to grone under the Oppreſſion of a tyrannical King, 
= Theyare to call to Heaven for Deliverance, ſince there are no bumane 


011 Remedies againſt the Force of a King : Foy (he adds) Fa King could 
bBe lawfully reſiſted, he could be no Sovereign; for where the Subject 
| way reſiſt, they may judge; and by that Means, the Soveraiguty 1s 
Jodged in them, and not in the King. And, „ 
- Ingenious Blondel, another of the eminent French Divines, ( 
amongſt other Uſurpations and Encroachments upon Princes, he 
charges Pope Gregory VII. for ſaying that the Prince hath His Pow- 
erfromthePeople: And adds, That when lawful Kings abuſe their 
Power, they are accountable for that to God, from whom they have 
received their Power, aud not to Men. 1 


Tis not a Work adequat to the few Minutes alloted for this 
ſmall Performance, to make, a plenary Induction of the Inftances 
might be brought to this Purpoſe: I ſhall therefore mention One 
More, whoſe Authority, perhaps, may be greater with ſome, than 
many others; vig. John Calvin, the great Light, and Oracle of 
ti "Geneve; even in that very Chapter in his Iuſtitutes, where he ſeems 
to make Kings accountable to their People, as the Lacedemonian 
Princes were; (g) yet even there he faith expreſly, That we are 
ubt only bound t0'ohey good Princes;- but even ſuch as do not their 
Duty And that as to the Pamt of the SubjetFs Obedience, there 
is uo Difference betwixt a juſt aud an — King : Nay the ſame 
DE it LC Be, a es 
| 22 . f ) De formula regnante Chriſto, P. 172, 184. (g) Lib. 4. Cap. 20. Set, 25, 
V | 1 
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| ll Calvin further adds, That if we be tormented by:a cruel Prince 
ll plundered by a covetous Prince, vex'd by a ſacrilegious Prince, on 
Mo  #he very Account of Religion; or left deſtitute of Protection, by ths 
VWVegligence of a ſlathful Prince; we are to remember that our Sine 
bade deſerved theſe Scourges from God; and that our Humility ſhould 
fo check-our Impatience: And let us conſider, that there is no om [or 
all this Evil; neither is there any Thing left, but to implore the Help 
/ God, in whoſe Hands the Hearts of. Kings are. So that from the 
; ew Hints I have given from renowned proteſtant Divines, Reli- 
gion can never, and ought never to be a Handle for Rebellion. 
But I ge on to the 5 RE” 9 8. 
SECOND Thing e Viz: The Danger of denying the 
F Subjection here enjoin'd to Principalities, and Obedience to Magi- 
vl ſtrates; or which is the ſame Thing, the aſſerting or juſtifying the 
Reſiſtance of lawful Authority, n. — 2 
And this I ſhall point at in ſundry Inſtances: For firſt ot all, this 
impugneth the Authority of God Himſelf, who hath diſtinguiſh'd 
+ Principalities and Powers, by veſting them with Soveraignty. God 
feemeth to have aſpecial Intereſt in the King's Perſon. In the gra- 
% tulatory Song of pious Hannah for the Birth of her Son, there is 
Mention made of ſeveral Effects of omnipotent Power, incommu- 
HZnicable to other Agents: And amongſt the reſt tis ſaid of Gd 
” Himſelf, (He ſbalt give Strength to His King, and exalt the Horn of 
His Anointed. And in the ſacred Plalmiſt's Words, God ſeemeth 
do give to Kings, a Share and-Partnerſhip in His own Supremacy; 
1 ſaid ye are Gods, tho ye ſhall die like Men. The Throne of the 
EKing is called the Throne of God: And upon King Lolomon's Ac- 
| ceſhon, tis ſaid, (i) Then Solomon ſat upon the Throne of the Lord, 
| 
| 


as King, inſtead of his Father David. And the Queen of Sheba, in 

her Congratulatiens, ſaid, Bleſſed be the Lord thy God, which de- 
ligbteth in thee, tot ſet thee on. His Throne, (%) to be King for the 
1 7 thy God. Phe Titles and Deſignations of Kings ſhew their 
ſpecial Relation to God Himſelf: The Prophet Samuel, in his Apo- 
| , Jlogy to the People, ſaid, Fitneſs againſt me, before the Lord, and 
His Anointed, avhoſe Ox, or whoſe Aſs have I talen. And (J) a- 
nother Prophet, ſpeaking in the Perſon of God, calleth ing 5 7 

„ Ry e = | 5 uc had. 
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5 1 Sam. 11. ko. (i). 1. Chron. 29. 33. (4) 2 Chron. 9. 8. (1) 25. 9. 
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"gs . 1 
uc hadue g gar of Babylon, My Servant : Then the Power and Do- 
mination of Kings is from God; (n) Thus faith Cyrus King of Per- 
ſia, All tbe 9 of the Earth, hath the Lord of Heaven given 
mne. And the Prophet Daniel (u) puts Great Nebuchadnezzar in 
Remembrance of Him who was the Author and Fountain of his 
Power; Thou, O King ! art a King of\ Kings; fur the God of 
Heaven hath given thee a Kingdom, Strength, and Glory. EE 
' Beſides all this it ſeems ſeHEevident, That Principalities and Powers, 
and ſovereign Princes, derive their Power from God, and are not 
the Creatures, nor Subſtitutes of the People: For the World is 
God's by Right of Creation; and therefore none but He hath Right 
to govern it. But then, becauſe His Perfections are immenſe, and 
we are not able to bear His immediate Converſes, He ruleth the 
Sons of Men, by Men like themſelves, and Creatures of their own 
Nature: do that the Principalities and Powers that rule over us, 
are God's Viceger ente, and not the Deputees of the People: For 
ſince they have no Right to govern themſelves, they can never have 
the Right of devolving of that Government upon another. And 
upon the whole Matter; The ſame Authority that obligeth us to 
obey God, obligeth us to pay Deference to His Reprefentatives: 
And they that maltreat and deſpiſe: them that bear the Commiſſion, 
ſpit in the Face of that Authority from whom they have received it. 
But 2zdly. The Reſiſtance or Contempt of Principalities and Pow- 
ers, is ſtated in diametral Oppoſition to the mild Genius of our 
holy Religion; as it appears 1n it's native and beautiful Colours ; 
for by the apoſtolic Repreſentation, (o) Tis the Wiſdom from Above, 
Pure, Peaceable, Gentle, eaſy to be entreated, full of Mercy and 
good Fruits, without Partiality, and without Hypocrify. And then 
upon the contrary, where there is Envy or Strife, there is Confu- 
ſion; and every evil Work; and particularly, croſſing of, and cla- 
ſhing with lawful Authority. Our Religion is like the peaceful Au- 
thor of it, whoſe Voice was not heard in the Street: He com- 
manded Payment of all Duties to Cz/ar: He acknowledged Pon- 
tins Pilate's Power to be from Heaven: He enjoin'd His Proſe- 
lytes to pray for their Perſecuters: He rebuk'd the Violence that 
ft. Peter offered to the e Servant, and the Reſentment 
(m) 2 Chron. 36. alt. (n) Dan. rt. 37. (o) Jam. 3. 17. | 


— 


of the angry Diſciples, who would have pray'd down Fire up- 
on the Samaritans; And He ſubmitted to the Laws of the 
Sanbedrim ; and even to the nd Sentence againſt o 
Life. And then for His bleſſed A 


PEG, they met with Severi- 
ties enough to have ſowred their Spirits to contrary Reſolutions, 


and ſharpned their Pens to contrary Inſtructions: They liv'd qui- 1 
etly among their Lords, and their own Enemies; and as faithful 9 
Followers of their Great Maſter, they carefully tranſmitted to us, = 
that which they learned from Him; vi. That we ſhould obey them 
that rule over us; Submit to every Ordinance of Man; Aud to be 


9 * 


ſubect to Principalities and Powres, 1 

And to purſue: this a little in the Words of an ingenious Author; 
() The great and meek, and noble Spirits, who lib d in the firſt A. 
ges after the Apoſtles, and began to be Mastyi5, us foor as Chriſts- 
ans, who liv'd in the Fire, and were wrapped in the Flames, that 
had teſs Ardor than their Love, in the Wan of all the Iudignities 
done them, they paid the quiet and peaceable Tribute of 8 4 
! ction to their Murderers; and made voluntary Acknowledgments of 
[> the Right that they had to their Obedience. eee Ip F 
i 
h! 


But then, as Rebellion, or Reſiſtance of Authority, is oppoſite: 
to the Spirit, ſo 'tis deſtructive to the Deng of Religion; it layeth 
the Reins upon Men's Necks, 'and removeth all the 225 and Re- 
ſtraints of their vicious Appetites; baniſheth all Regard to ſacred 
Things: And in a Word filleth all Things, and all Places with Con- 
fuſion. And where Pride and Barbarity, Cruelty, Atheiſm, Luſt, 
and Revenge, are rampant ; Faith, Charity, Humility, Meekneſs, 
Purity,. Patience, .and all the diſtinguiſhing Virtues of Chriſtianity, 
muſt be quite extinct, and dwindle into nothing. 5 
I muſt confeſs, that if Religion had been valued by Men's loud 
and frequent talking of it, and the Abundance of Jargon, that was 
chattered by ſome to that Purpoſe, the calamitous Times that gave 
the Riſe to the ſad Solemnity of this Day, might have ſeem'd the 
olden Age of Piety: And if People had been meaſur'd by their 
8 n they might have been reckoned Saints, or rather Sera- 
phims. But it was plain, that by a juſt Eſtimate, they were to be 
reckoned like thoſe falſe Phariſees, of whom our Lord ſaith 155 


(4) Jof. Clanvil, Ser. of Chriſtian Zoyalty, 


1 BL. 
fignificantly, That they were whired Sepulchres: And as the rich 
and ſplendid Monuments and Tombs of the Dead are carv'd, or 


gilded, or varnifh'd, and painted, and ſet off with all the nice Ad- 
vantages of curious Art; but then, if they are dug up, there is no- 
thing to be found, but Worms and Ordure, Rottenneſs and Putrefa- 
ction: So the ſimulate Sanctity of thoſe inglorious Days, was double 
Inignity. God and Religion was in their Mouths; but Treaſon and 
Murder, and Covetouſneſs; and as Solomon ſaith, Seven Abomina- 
tibns were in their Hearts; and at the ſame time they had fallen 


upon x Way, to reconcile all their helliſh Wickedneſſes, with the 


ay and gliſtering Names of the Elect, The People of God, The 
Church of Chriſt, The true Proteſtants, and The godly Party. And 
it was nothing to their Handling, to turn Faith into Faction, Reli- 
ion into Rebellion, Sacrilege into Saintſhip ; and ſo they founda new 


Art,. of being very good, without all Goodneſs, Chriſtians, withour-. 6 
Chriſtian Religion; and ſo were inthe Road of being ſav'd withs' - 
out Salvation. And in the next Place, 


* 


3. As rebelling againſt Principalities, Sc. and reſiſting of Autho- 


rity is deſtructivè to the Being of Religion, ſo by neceſſary Con- 


ſequence it proveth the Ruin and Subverſion of all Goverament in 
Societies, 
for if . may lay 


whereof os 18 the only Sure and firm Foundation; 


owers that God hath ſet over them, no Government in 


reſiſt the. 


the World can ſtand a Moment longer than the firſt fair Opportu- 
nity offers to ſubvert it; every Body will be ready to oppoſe and 


reſiſt that which they hate, and to pull down that which is diſagree- 


able to them, and offenſive to their unmanagable Caprices, and by 


this Means, every ſudden groundleſs Fit of Diſcontent inflames the 
giddy Mob to ſeek an Alteration ; and I firmly believe, there nei- 


ther is, or ever was, or ever will be any Government under Heaven, 
but in ſome Part of the Adminiſtration, it will be uneaſy to ſome 
People: For the Generality of Mankind are led by their Senſes: 
So that if they feel, or but think themſelves pinch'd, or hurt, they 


muſt, if it be poſſible, be preſently rid of their Grievances ; with- 
out ever conſidering, whether the Method they take to do it, may 


not be a Remedy worſe than the Diſeaſe, and may not bring upon 


them more and greater Evils, than they either did, or thought 
8 | : ; they 


— 


ully withdraw their Obedience from, and 


— 


cmhkey ſuffered before: And ſo the ſilly unthinking Multitude, rebel 
| upon ſight; by which means, Kingdoms and Societies are expoſed 
to Ruin and Devaſtation: And I am perſuaded, that dear-bought 
j Experience might have taught the Inhabitants of this Iſland long a- 
Ii] go, that many little Inconveniencies in a ſettled Government, ſhould 
| rather be comported with, than to ſeek violent Changes. When 
the Arrow 1s once let fly, no Body knows how or whether it will 
hit the Mark at all: And when the Firelock is diſcharged, he that 
did it, cannot direct the Bullet at his Pleaſure: And armed Force 
oft-times hath been ſeen to follow the Byaſs of their own Inclina- 
tions, .and not the Orders of commanding Officers. « 
Ina ſhert, either they that rebel againſt Principalities, Sc. and re- 
ſiſt Authority, overcome and conquer them againſt whom they re- 
bel; or they are overcome and conquered by them: If they do o- 
* vercome them, tis a Hundred to One, but theſe very 'T'ouls, by 
| whom they have perform'd the Conqueſt, turn againſt themſelves; 
and then, from a due Subjection to their lawful Rulers, „ 
1 to be trampled upon, by the Inſolence of their own Vaſlals and 
7 Dnderlmgs-. For if the Populace come to get the ſupreme Govern- 
* ment into their own Hands, it will prove like the opening of Pan- 
if dora's Box, that filled the ambient Air with a Thouſand contagious 
peſtilential Diſeaſes. And all theſe Conſequences commonly enſue 
upon that ; which uſe to follow Competitions, and different Claims 
to e 1624 vg. Diſturbances, Factions, Contentions, and 
perpetual Fears and Jealouſies. And then, e ee e 
If they that rebel againſt Principalities, and reſiſt Authority, be 
overcome, they can expect nothing, but to be cruſh'd and tramp- l 
led like Mire, under Foot. So that whether they do overcome, 9 
or be overcome, they bring Ruin upon themſelves, and probably i} 
upon the whole Community: For Laws and Government, are the 
Grand Charter of our Lives and Liberties, and all that we have: 
| Whereas Violence, Rapines, Murder, and all Manner of Miſchief, A 
are the neceſſary Effects of Anarchy and Diſorder. And a ſmall 1 
Recollection of the Malheurs of that Rebellion, which this Day RX 
puts us in mind of, may eaſily inform us, how much this was veris- 
tied in this poor Iſland: The blazing Meteors that appear'd, and the 
glaring new Lights that diſcovered themſelves, ſet * a- 
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bout them on Fire; That which ſhould have been the Chair of Ve- 


rity and Peace, both vented Lies, and gave the Allarum to War, 


as much as the Sound of the Trumpet: The Preachers ſpitted forth 
Fire as faſt as the Guns and Granadoes. Curſe ye Mero, was oft- 


times the Text: And Blood and Plunder were always the Comment 
and Improvement: And a whole Pulpit- ful of Hell and Damnation 
was vomited up againſt them that came not forth to help the Lord 

gainſt the Mighty: i. e. in plain Language, That came not to af- 
{it the rebellious Subjects, againſt the. injur'd Sovereign. And by 


this Means, 


Sod (by whom Kings reign) was N by a Parcel of Co- 
ribantics with theſe Sacrifices, which the Heathen, of old offered 


to Devils, vig. humane Slaughter, Blood and Gore; and they 
ſhew'd what they had of the Fear of God, by affronting His Laws 
and what they had of Honour for the King, by defaming and diſo- 
| beyingIlim. They fought againſt Him, but it was to defend Him; 
they ſought His Life, and thirſted after His Blood, but it was to 


preſerye Him; and addreft Him humbly with Weapons of Hoſti- 
lity in their Hands. "Theſe coarſe kind of Chriſtians, if they were 


Chriſtians at all, had a ſpecial Dexterity in reconciling Contradi- 


ctions; and might have commenced Maſters of the Art. if they. 
could have reconcil'd one more, vzz. That they ſhould ve the Par. 
takers of the Inheritance of the Saints in Light, and Heirs of Cal. 
vation, becauſe St. Paul ſaith, that, They that reſiſt, receive tothem- 
ſelves Damnation: And this leads me down in the _ | 


THIRD and LaſtPlace, to conſider the deſperate, diabolical, . 
damnable Villany,that gave the Riſe to this e Faſt, vig. the 
＋ 


tragical, bloody, ſacrilegious Murder of the Lords Anomted, by a 
mock Form of Juſtice, by thoſe that were obliged to be ſubject to 
Principalities and Powers; and by them, who (if we believe them- 
ſelves) had a Caſt of Godline/s beyond the common Rate: And 


this is a Subject of ſuch portentuous Nature and Monſtroſity, that 
one is at a Loſs, where to begin, how to proceed, or come to an 
End: Only this offers as a moſt obvious Thought, That all Men; 
that are not void of common Senſe, muſt quickly perceive,” the noto- 
rious Deformity and Turpitude that is in all groſs Sins, becauſe it 


[ 
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upon all that heard it agreed, That there was no ſuch Deed done or 


3 1 1 
#s ſo ſelf-conſpicuons, that it cannot be overlooked without Shufling 
and Diſengenuity. | 2 n 

We read in the aſtoniſhing Story of the Rape of the Levite's 

Concubine, (#9) that aſſoon as the News of that Fat? came to the 

e0 


Ears of the People, and they knew, that a Daughter of one of their 
Tribes was outragtouſly aſſaulted, abus'd and murdered by the 


Men of Gileah; the Reſentment, that preſently bred in che 
. Breaſts of all that hear'd it, fav'd them the Pains of abies a nar- 
 r ow Search into the Demerits of ſo barbarous and infra- brutal a 
Orime, and the unanimous Voice of all the people ſpoke aloud, 
chat which the Voice of Nature firft whiſpered to every Man's pri- 

pate Thoughts, vzz. that Jo unparalel'd a Wickednef., deſerved 
the ſevereſt Cenſure, and juſtified the higheſt Punifhment. It was 
- Committed, when there was no King in Trae; it was not ſo much 
a ſingle Sin, as a Complication of Wickedneſs. It was committed 

by Sons of Belial, who neither regarded Shame nor were reſtrain'd 
by Principles or Remorſe, as if they had been as ſure, that There 

- was u Cod in Heaven, as, That there was no K ing in Iſrael; where» 


fen, From the Day that the Children of Wrael came up out of the 
Land of Egypt, unto this Day Juſti fo, the black and bloody 
' Treaſon commemorated this Day, is enough to make their Ears 
- tingle, put their Spirits in a Ferment; and to difpoſe their 
' Tongues, to expreſs their Indignation, who hear or ſhall hear of 


it: And I am confident, that the firſt View of the execrable Deed, 


was odious and even hideous, to them who afterwards becamethe 
"Patrons and Promotters of it; and it could not chuſe, but coft 
them a great Deal of Pains to ſtiffle the Convictions of their natu- 
ral Conſcience, before they could bring themſelves to excuſe, juſti- 
fy, or approve it, if they were not of a different Mould from all 
the reſt of Mankind. 3% ᷑ œͤVEf Tee 3: 
There is fo much Odiouſneſs in it, obvious to you that know | 
the Story of the Royal Martyr, there has been ſo much, ſo well 
written of it by abler Pens; and ſo. much ſo well faid of it'by 

readier Tongues, that an Attempt to ſet it forth to the Life, would | 
be in vain, at this Time of Day. cons nies "= | 


(10 Judg: 19. 30 


Ik I ſhould offer but che fil Lift of all the Inſolencies, Indigt 
nities, Rapines, Devaſtations, Murders, and other Crimes, tha 


to bewail this 


Their oun 


paved the oat og the cardinal and Beelgebub Sin, that we ought - 
ay, that alone would heighten it, with many agra- 


vating Circumſtances. | 8 | 
II ſhould enter into the Detail of the Confuſions that happe- 


ned and followed immediately upon the matchleſs Cazaſtroph, that 


would yet ſet it forth into a fuller View; the barking Shime7's, 
and Blood-Hounds, that rav'd, and rag'd in theſe ſtormy and tem- 
peſtuous Days, after much Struggling. Tis true, they got them- 
{elves rid of Royal Government in the State, and Epiſcopal Go- 
vernment in the Church; but yet their imaginary Satisfaction, by 
the Change came but to a ſmall Account: For, to be ſure, it coſt 
them much more to ſupport their new Maſters, in their ill purchas'd 
"Tyranny, than ever it had done, to ſupply the Exigencies, and ſup- 
port the Grandeur of their ſovereign Prince. They had roar'd be- 
fore like wild Bulls, tumbling in a Net, and bellow'd forth many 
grievous Complaints againſt ſeeming Oppreſſion; but then they 
Were oppreſt in ſad earneſt: They grudged before at the Stripes 
they receiv'd by ſeeming Rodes; but then they were laſh'd with 
real Scorpions: Then Servants rode upon Horſes, (as the Wile- 


man ſaid of old) aud Princes walk'd-a-foot ; (and we uſe to ſay in 
our common Proverb, That ſet a Beggar on Horſe-back, and he 
will ride to the Devil) The Royal Murder was no ſooner perpe- 


trated, but Zorham's Parable was fulfilled ; (7) And inſtead of the 
Fatneſs of the Oltve, the Fruitfulneſs of the Vine, or the Sweetneſs 
of the Fig-tree, the chief Dominion was veſted in the uſeleſs, hurt- 
Ful, and deſpicable Bramble. And then for their Hirituale, which 


they kept ſuch a Pother about; they made but a very ſorry Mer- 


cat; for Oy could never quietly eſtabliſh that which they call'd 

Yorſhip, but met with a whole Rout of Rivals, who re- 
torted their own Complaints of the Hierarchy upon themſelves, 
and told them, They took too much upon them, and depriv'd the 
People of the Lord of their chriſtian Liberty. | 


Again, if I ſhould conſider the many eminent perſonal Virtues, 


and the ſacred Character of that bleſſed Prince, whoſe Innocence 
ſhould have ſhelter d Him, altho' he had been accountable for his 
Conduct, before any llumane Tribunal; and whoſe Majeſty ſhould 


ONLY have 
(r) Jadg. 9 ; 
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C) Kings, 2. 11. 


. 3 
have exempted Him from Violence, tho He had been guilty of the 
Crimes that were forg d againſt Him, and falſly laid to His Charge. 
This alſo ſets forth the Wickedneſs of His helliſn Murderers, in its 
proper Light. 3 8 


* 


Ihen if we conſider the Obedience owing by His Subjects, from 


5 


Gratitude, Honour, Fidelity, by the Laws of Nature, the Laws of 


the Land, and the Law of God (all which Bonds they broke, When 
the Spirit of the Lord, as they falfly call'd it, came mightily upon 


them, as eaſily, as a Thread of Tow is broken, when it toucheth 


the Fire) This alſo gives the Crimes to be bemoned this day, the 
true Aſpect of Deformity. But then, i 
Beſide all theſe, there were yet Two more aggravating Circum- | 


ſtances of the royal Murder, that ſet an Accent of the greateſt Wick 


edneſs upon it; viz. The Actors and Promoters Profanation of the 
Name of God, by invoking Him to aſſiſt them in the Violation of 
His own Laws: And next, Their pretending of Juſtice in murde- 
ring of the King. Firſt, I ſay, They profaned God's ſacred Name, 
in calling Him to their Aſſiſtance: For we muſt think, this Regicide 
was ,pertorm'd-with religious Solemnity; and may call to our Mind 
the Hiſtory of harmleſs Naboth, (/) In his Proceſs, you know, there 
was a Faſt proclam'd, a folemn Aſſembly called, a formal Accula- 
tion coin'd, and falſe and ſuborn'd Witneſſes produc'd: The prin- 
cipal Wickedneſs deſigned in His Caſe, was uſhered in with a pre- 
liminary Combination of Crimes; and a Train of Miſchief was laid 
by the Contrivance of wicked Jegabel; that Hypocriſy, and Per- 
jury, and falſe Judgment, might be a Prelude and Introduction to 

Murder. This was thus far the Caſe of the Royal Martyr ; There 


Was a Day (ſo called) of Humiliation appointed; the fatal Buſineſs 


in Agitation, was blaſphemouſly dignified with the Name of the Vork 


o the Lord: And the principal Promoters of it, ſetup for ſeeking of 


God, when their Inſtrumentswere embruing their Hand in the royal 


Blood of His Anointed ; nay they both profaned the Name of God by 
calling on Him, as acceſſory to their curſed Machinations, and to 
| ſtrengthen their Hands in that helliſh Performance; and they per ver- 


ted His Word molt ſcandalouſly, (which commands. Subjection to 
Principalities and Powers) by pretending from it to juſtify the Mur- 
der of His law ful Vicegerent; and in ſhort, they proſizzured the Ordi- 


L. 19 1 
nances of Religion, by faſting for the Succeſs of that impious Deed, 
which it requireth a perpetual Faſt, to deprecate the Guilt of, and by 
this Means added Hypocriſy to fillup the Cup of their Iniquity, and 
ive a Turn to their curſed Proceedings, and in the whole Series 
of the Miſchief, pretended to have nothing before their Eyes, nor 
in their Thoughts, ſo much as the promoting the Purity of the 
Worſhip of God. And as they diſhonour'd God by calling on his 
Name to further their Wickedneſs, ſo they ſhameleſly ſet up for 
Juſtice by murdering the King, and would needs ſeem to do that 
by. Law, which in effect was the Violation of all Laws both of 
Jod and Man: To that End, they form'd that which they call'd a 
High Court of Juſtice, they erected a Mock-Tribunal, of ſelf-created 
idges, e virtue of an uſurped imaginary Power, paughtily pre- 
ſumed to ſiſt their unqueſtionably lawful Sovereign before them as a 
Criminal, and had falſe Witneſſes (Sons of Belial) ready to bear Teſti- 
mony againſt Him, and charge Him not only with Things that He knew 
not, butthat He was not capable of committing ; for tis certain, by 
the known Conſtitution, that Treaſon could be committed againſt 
none but Himſelf; for tho' it is poible, that Sovereign Princes may 
miſgovern, ſubvert Fundamentals, and abuſe the Truſt that God 
hath given them, they can never be guilty of Treaſon, nor ſuffer 
the Puniſhment of Traitors; eſpecially where the undoubted fun- 
damental Law provideth, That neither the Peers of the Realm, nor 
Com mons, or both together in Parliament, nor out of Parliament, 
= or the People either colletFrvely or repreſentatively, nor any other 
Perſon whatſoever, ever had, or have, or ought to have any coer- 
cive Power over the Perſons of the Kings of the Realm. 1 25 
But perhaps, all this while ſome may be apt to think, that the 
9 Tragedy that is this Day deplored, concerns not our Nation, or na- 
tive Country, ſince it was performed upon the Theatre of our 
Neighbour Kingdom; therefore I ſhall briefly and plainly ſhow, how 
far the good zealous Brotherhood here, approved of, and concur- 
A red with the Practices of the immediate Actors, and Je{tIſhould be 
1 thought to rail and calumniate, and to ſpeak without Book, or take 
Ib ings upon Truſt, I ſhall do it from their own (late) Hiſtorian, and 
re doubted Champion of the Party, who ſaith, (/) That in that Con- 
; * juncture of Affairs, the Malignuants in England (by whom he means 
« the Loyal Party) being TN the King renders himſelf 85 the 4 
2 „ JOKE nl 
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() An Account of the true Scotiſh Presbytery, from the Year 1570, to the Tear 16873 by Mr 5 
Alexander Shiells, a Presbyterian Miniſter of the Kirk of Scotland, as it is now eſtabliſhed d Law 


wy 


8 * 
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&. Scots in Newcaſtle, by whom (becauſe they were obliged, by the 
Covenant, to diſcover and render to condignPuniſhment all Malig- 
«. nants, of whom he was the Chief,) he Was delivered to the Eng 
« Lich, aad kept under Reſtraint. in the Iſle of. Vigbt, till the zoth 
„ of. January 1645. that he was executed. Then he adds, Which 
Fact, (vis. the King's Murder) tho” it was proteſted againſt both: 
« before and after by the Aſſembly of. the Church of Scotlanu, out 
cc of Zeal againſt the Sefarians, (meaning the Independents) who 
«. were the Executioners of that extraordinary AtF of Fuſtice, yet 
«. (he ſaith) it was more for the Manner than the Matter, more. 
« for the Motives and Ends, than for the Grounds of it, that they 
* oppoled themſelves. to. it and reſented- it; for they remonſtrated 
« to himſelf” the Truth all theſe Things upon which the Sen- 
« tence and Execution was founded. And when the unlawful En- 
gagement was on Foot to reſcue him, they oppoſed it with alk 
their Might, ſhewing in their Anſwers to the Eſtates, Auno 1648, 
«. and Declarations and Remonſtrances, the ſinfulneſs and deſtru- 
e ctiveneſs of the Engagement, and that it. was a Breach of the 
Commands of God, and of all the, Articles of the Covenant. 
* And withal declared, That they would never conſent to the 
„ King's Reſtitution to the Exerciſe of his Power, till. Security 
«. ſhould be had, by ſolemn Oath, under his Hand and Seal, that he 
c. ſhall for himſelf and Succeſſors, give his Aſſent to all Acts and 
« Bills enjoining Presbyterial Government, and never. make any 
. Oppoſition to it, or endeavour any Change thereof. And then. 
(as if he were angry at any that might beſo charitable, as to think 
they retained ſome Senſe of their Duty and Subjection to the King) 
he adds, “ By. which it appears that they were not ſo ſtupidly 
c. Loyal, as) ſome would make them. This was the handſome, 
diſcreet, mannerly, and (very) pious Way, that theſe ſwaggering 
Demagogues, treated the Ancient Chriſtian. Apoſtolic Doctrine of 
Subjeftion to Principalities, Sc. and as I muſt own, that he that 
wrote this Part of theſe Men's Hiſtory, does it with more Liva- 
city than other of their Authors that ever I did myſelf the Morti- 
| fication'to peruſe; ſo I cannot but think he hath performed it with 
much Zeracity, ſince the Party hath never. diſclatmed that ſcanda- 
lous Narrative. But after all, 1 5 
I deſire not to be miſtaken, as if I looked upon this Day of An- 
nual Faſting and Mourning for this heinous Sin, as a Day * 


— 


| 21 | 
for Reproach and Provocation of our Fellow- ſubjects by Banter or 
Inyectives, and tho' there was never ſuch. a Courſe taken to ſilence 
that Reproach, hy theſe. who ly moſt obnoxious to it, as good and 
wiſe Men might have done, yet I am willing {till to believe, that 
more People have been /hamed out of their wicked Practices by 
gentle Treatment, than ever have been reviled into Repentance. 


But pardon me ſtill, both to think and ſay, That whatever good 


and juſt Reaſons can be given to mention the Virtuous with Ho- 
nour in their own Time, and recommend them to the Eſteem of 
lateſt Poſterity, the ſame Reaſons are equally relevant for branding 
the Memory of the Vicious with laſting Marks of Diſgrace. The 


Canonizing of Saints (by theſe that are fond of that Practice) con- 


tributeth no more to the advancing of Virtue, than the ſtigmati- 
zing of Rogues doth to the depreſſing of Vice; and tho' there be 
more and more excellent Rewards appointed for Saints, than to 


ſpeak well of them when they are gone, and more and more ſevere 
Puniſhments appointed for Sinners, than to commemorate them 


with Infamy; yet it is ſtill a Part of the juſt Man's Recompence, 


that Vis Memory ſhall be bleſſed, and a Part of the wicked Man's. 
Puniſhment, that His Name ſball rot. We have been oft-times told. 


that it ſavours not of Chriſtian Charity to rip up the old Sores of 


them that promoted the Regicid which we deplore, and that it 


would be far more becoming to cover theſe Things with a Veil 
of Silence, than to rehearſe and propal them; but I hope there is 
no Alteration lately made in the Decalogue: I hope it is fair Deal- 
ing (as we ſay in our Proverb) to call that Hach which is b/ack, and 
that ite which is whzze, and to call that Sin which is Sin, whoe- 
ver they are that commit it; and tho Men that ſet up for ſingular 
Sanctity debauch their Neighbours Wives, or ſteal their Neighbours 
Goods, this muſt not hinder the preaching and preſling of Obedi- 
ence. to the Seventh and Ezphth Commandments. C | 
We have often heard it dapperly ſaid, That the Murder for which 


we Faſt this Day is ſo ſtale, that it is high Time. it were forgot: 


Why! truly the Murder of righteous Abel, is of much earlier Date. 
(z), and yet God hath ſet ſuch a Mark upon Cain for it, that it will 
never be forgotten. Was not Aaron's Rod laid up (u) by the ſpe- 
cial Command of God, for a Memorial againſt the Rebels to ſuc- 
ceeding Generations? Were not the treaſonable Deeds of Zimri (x). 
N 3 . 
() Gen. 4. (u) Numb. 17. (x) 1 Kings 15, e get 
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-Fritten in the Chronicles of the Kings of T/ael, that he might 
. be-remembred as a Traitor on Record? J hope all the Four Evan- 
geliſts will be acknowledged Men of a charitable Goſpel Temper, 
and yet not one of them fails to charge Judas with the Guilt of the 
_ facrilegious betraying of his Maſter, which he very well deſerved: 


When St. Ste ven, the Firſt Martyr of the Chriftian Religion (5), 


| kneel'd down meekly, and pray'd that God would not lay his Deat 
to the Charge of his Murderers; at the ſame Time he af 
_ - painted forth their own, and their Anceſtors Wickedneſs, in their 
true and genuin Colours, and ſaid, Ze ftzf-necked and uncircum- 


lay'd, and 


ciſed in Hearts and Ears, ye do always reſift the Holy Ghoſt; as 


| 1 Jyuour Fathers did ſo do ye: Which of the Prophets have not your Ha. 
| _. hers perſecuted? and they have fhew'd them of the Coming of the 
Fut One, of whom you have been the 123 and Murderers. | 


hope St. Stephen cannot be charged with Wrath and Bitterneſs, for 


uſing ſuch plain and barefac'd Expreſſions to fo nototious Male- 
factors. And our bleſſed Lord Himſelf, the Pattern of all Meek. 
neſs (=), ſpoke the ſame Kind of Language, on the ſame Kind of 
| Occaſion, and ſays to the wicked Zews, Te be Witneſſes to your ſebves, 


that ye are the Children of them that kill d the Prophets, fill up the 


Mea ſure of your Fathers---- that upon yow may come all che righte- 
our Blood ſhed upon the Earth, from the righteous Blood of Abel, to 
the Blood of Tacharias, the Son of Barachias, whom ye flew between 

© the Temple and the Altar. No doubt ſuch ſevere Reprimands 
- touch'd hem to the Quick, and gall'd them to the Heart, that had 


been guilty of ſuch Deeds themſelves, or juſtified them in their 


Predeceſſors. But I hope the examining, chaſtiſing, and expoſing 


the Rebellion of the laſt Century, will not, and cannot offend you, 
who are both innocent yourſelves, and known to be Favourers of 
the Royal Cauſe. 5 


To conelude all, let me prevail with you effectually, (as J am 
perſuaded I will) inſtead of making this a Day of Repjoycing, and 
roaring out Songs of Triumph, as ſome graceleſs Rufhans are in 


uſe to do, to look upon it, as it 1s really, a Day of Trouble, Re- 
e and Blaſphemy; and let us humble ourſelves religioufly with 


rayers, Supplications and Faſting, and inſtead of detracting from 
the Great, good, juſt and pious Prince, whole untimely and violent 


Pall we deplore, let His Memory be precious among us, and His 


(904% + ab Exem- 
(y) Acts J. () Matth. 33. „ 


"IF , (23. + ; | 
exemplary Piety be propoſed as a Pattern for our Imitation; let 
us fix the Chriſtian Doctrine in our Hearts, of the Duty of Subje- | 
fon to Principalities and Powers, and at the ſame Time enter- | 

tain a profound Deteſtation of theſe Doctrines of Devils, that tend 
to make Men believe the Lawfulneſs of Rebellion. bs 55 
I make no Doubt, there were many unhappy and unwary People 
involved in that Guilt, which this Day was appointed to bemoan. 
that were decoy'd and trained into that egregious Wickedneſs =. A 
their drinking in the ſad Principles, and engaging in the Practices 
that tended to it, and when they were too far advanced, they put 
it out of their own Power to retrieve the falſe and dangerous 
Steps that they had made. At firſt, when the pious Prophet Eliſſa 
(a) told Hagael, the Minion of Syria, of the bloody Outrages that 
he was in a little Time to commit on Iſrael, by ripping up their 
teeming Women, daſhing out their Infants Brains, and burning 
Nie ſtrong Holds and | Mono ſurpriz d with that ſtrange 
Advertiſement, he anſwered, Ii thy Servant a Dog, that I ſhould - 
do this great Thing? 5 
No Body (as the Satyr iſt obſerved wiſely) becomes baſe and vi- 
cious to the ſuperlative Degree. (5) A conſummated Villain, as 
0 well as a perfect virtuous Man, is the Work of ſome Time. An 72 5 
7 accompliſh'd Rogue ſtarts not up like a Muſhrom in a Day or two; 
or is not like the Prophet Jouah's Gourd, that ſprang up ina Night. 
And if ſuch a Warning as Eliſba's, had been given to the Monſſers 
that drew on the Occaſion of this Day's Faſt, tis probable, it had 
xeceiy'd the like, or the ſame Return; Je. 5 
If a Meſſenger from Heaven ſhould have told them, That the 
Methods they were uſing to redreſs their pretended Grievances, 
would have been attended with ſad and dolorous Conſequences; 
and that their Petitions and Remonſtrances would have ended in 
| e and that the Iſſue of all their tampering, - would 
Have been the dethroning and Murder of their lawful Sovereign; 
it is moſt like, they would have expreſs'd the ſame Abhorrence that 
Hagael did. But the Matter was, both He and they hardned them- 
ſelves more and more in Sin; and ſo became more wicked, than 


it was eh for others, and than they thought it was poſſible for 


It is the ſafeſt Way for People of Alt Ranks and Diſtinction what- #9 
: — 4. 4 1% } 4 * : . | „ 
ſoever, not to think themſelves tag good to take this Advice, nor :/ 2 
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